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and cultural center of Castile. Strategically it has long been important
for it controlled the point where the principal route from the Guadal-
quivir Valley to the northern basin of the plateau crossed the Tajo
Consequently, it witnessed some of the most important battles between
the Spanish and the Moors. Today its position as the ecclesiastical
center of Spam serves to preserve something of its former importance,
but economically it has declined.

Landscape in the southern part of the central plateau. Note the irrigated orchards in
the foreground. (H. J. Smith.)

THE EASTERN LOWLANDS

The eastern coastal plain brings one back to the Mediterranean
world. Its abrupt mountain background and its delightfully mild and
sunny climate with the summer drought remind one of Tuscany or
French Provence. The resemblance is heightened by its vineyard- and
olive-clad slopes, its carefully tended irrigated valleys, and its dense
and active population, Here also are busy ports and old and important
cities. However, it has an advantage over most of the Mediterranean
areas in that its bordering highlands contain considerable mineral
wealth*

This region is separate and distinct from the rest of the peninsula,
not so much because of its physical differences as because of its popu-